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Hello again, it looks like summer has ended and autumn is beginning. Hasn’t it been a glorious summer? There is a lot of       
information in this issue, thank you to the groups who have contributed, to the advertisers who enable us to print each issue 
and to the delivery volunteers who get each issue to you all. We know we don’t reach everyone, but we have a slight online 
presence now with our page on Kinellar Community Centre’s website. Please direct people to it. 
 
Our Information page has a lot of groups listed but there may well be more that we are unaware of. If you know of any, we 
would love to include them.  
 
Our next issue will be out in February so we hope you have a fantastic Festive Season. Finally, for those of you looking for a 
Firework display, Kintore Fireworks will be on Sunday 2nd Nov, 6-8.30 in Kintore Pleasure Park.     - Jackie 

LOCAL COUNCILLOR UPDATE 

The Next Few Years 
In previous articles, I have mentioned that the new Local Development Plan (LDP) is in the process of being developed and 
highlighted the opportunities for individuals, groups and communities to contribute to the process of developing the next plan 
– we are working through that five-year process that started when the current plan was signed off. The current phase of the 
LDP process is the “Call for Ideas and Sites” This is where prospective developers are invited to submit development proposals 
through Call for Sites and communities, stakeholders and partners can share ideas through Call for Ideas. A Call for Ideas and 
Sites was launched on 16th July 2025. The purpose of that is to help inform preparation of the next Aberdeenshire LDP. The Call 
for Sites will close on 31st October 2025, with the broader Call for Ideas closing on 31st December 2025. If anyone is interested 
in looking at this stage of the LDP process, there are links on the council website under Planning.  
 
It is great that the Community Council is back up and running and they would be very keen to know about any ideas that      
people may have for how this area should develop over the coming years – the new LDP process is the place to raise those  
ideas and hopefully get them included in the next version of the plan.  
 
Financial Challenges 
The Council set yet another very difficult budget back in February. The challenge now is for the council and all of our services to 
deliver what is possible within our increasingly restricted funding. 
 
Balancing the budget, as we have to do each year, meant a huge range of reductions in spending across virtually all council 
services and subsequent reductions in services being delivered. At this time of the year, those financial cuts start to become 
apparent as the changes to services become obvious with things like some libraries closing, roads maintenance being cut back, 
fundamental changes to adult health & social care being announced and the Council Nursery at Aden Park no longer able to 
supply communities with bedding plants. The changes being seen range far and wide and sadly, this will not be the last year of 
drastic cuts like those taken forward this year. 
 
I said previously but it’s worth repeating, if projections are correct, by 2030 our over-65 year old population will increase by 
28% while at the same time, our working age population and young children will drop by 2% each and the number of              
school-age children will drop by 7%. The council services that we will need then will have to be different from what we have 
now and the financial challenges that we all face now and in the coming years, add to the challenges ahead. We will of course 
keep everyone aware of changes are they emerge and make sure that all of our residents are involved in the discussions as 
they arise through consultation and engagement. 
 
Our financial woes all sounds very depressing – and it is – but we should remember that our large Council will still be spending 
over £820 million of tax-payers money this year on providing the day-to-day services that we all rely on and also investing over 
£86 million in Capital Projects across Aberdeenshire. Those are big numbers – we just need them to be bigger!  
 
Contact me on  cllr.j.gifford@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or 07766 497856. 

ONLINE ACCESS TO THE BLACKIE BANTER, KINTORE KONNECT AND KEMNAY NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to access the Banter online you can find us on Kinellar Community Centre’s website where we have our own 
page. We are slowly uploading old issues to that page. Eventually you will be able to read every issue. Remember also there is 
a Facebook page called Blackburn Village History Book, Alan wants this to be an active page so everyone who has photos and 
memories to share can add them here to build up a story of our village. 
For the Kintore Konnect, look up https://kintore.org.uk, when it opens select the ‘There’s more from Kintore’ tab at the top. 
For the Kemnay Newsletter look at their village hall website on www.kemnayhall.co.uk. 
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KINELLAR KUPPA  
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Kinellar Kuppa has been a community drop in coffee morning since August 2008. When it began it was very well attended by 
all age groups in our community. Over time people have gone back to work, moved away, Starbucks has opened and COVID 
hit. Now we operate monthly with a very limited group of volunteers who continue to donate their time and provide the fine 
pieces. We need community support to keep us going, either by attending or volunteering to help on the day. If you have a 
little spare time to join our rota, we would be most grateful. The commitment would involve 3hrs on a Wednesday morning 
once or twice a year. We had our first coffee morning of the new school year on Wednesday 3rd September.  
 
Up until the Christmas hols we will operate on these Wednesdays: 1st  October, 5th  November, and 3rd  December.  
 
We look forward to meeting you and everyone is welcome. Do come along for a drink, a chat and meet new people. We cater 
for all ages with toys available for children. �W�o�����•�� come and support Kinellar Community Centre. 

KINELLAR BABY AND TODDLER GROUP  
Come and Join the Fun at Kinellar Baby & Toddler Group! 
 
Looking for a friendly place to spend your Friday mornings with your little ones? 
Come along to the Kinellar Baby & Toddler Group, running every Friday during 
term time, 9.30–11.30am at the Kinellar Community Hall. 
 
Our group is the perfect spot for babies, toddlers, and their grown-ups to play, 
explore, and make new friends. We’ve got plenty of toys, activities, and space for 
little ones to burn off some energy — and a chance for parents,  grandparents, 
and carers to enjoy a cuppa and a chat. 
 
Whether you’re new to the area, looking to meet other families, or just in need of 
a change of scenery , you’ll be made very welcome. 
 
Drop in, relax, and let the kids have fun — we’d love to see you there! 
 

  Fridays (term time) 

 9.30am – 11.30am 

 Tea and coffee provided 

BLACKBURN BOWLING CLUB 
The Club meets on Tuesday evenings at 7.15 pm at the Kinellar Hall, over the winter months. Our first meeting this year will be 
on Tuesday  23rd September, and will run until April 2026 (with a break for Christmas).  
We do have various competitions throughout our season, but our main purpose is to have fun. New members are always       
welcome, even if you have not bowled before, and training can be given. If you wish to find out more, just come along any 
Tuesday, you will be most welcome. - Steve Wright 

Blackie Banter is compiled by a very small group of volunteers, it is also delivered by volunteers, to around 1250 homes. Short items and 

letters are welcome and should be submitted as early as possible during the month prior to publication. Issues are published in Feb, June 

and October. Articles will be included, space permitting, at the Editors�[��discretion. Opinions expressed by writers are not necessarily those 

of the Editors. Contact us and email your articles to blackie.banter@hotmail.co.uk. Photos are welcome but will be black and white.  

We require you to have the image ownership, and permission of anyone visible, before submission. 
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Major path upgrade - we need your help!  The Bailies of Bennachie are launching their biggest-
ever project: restoring a 1 km stretch of the Timeline Trail - the main route to Mither Tap from 
the Bennachie Visitor Centre. Severely eroded, this path was deemed a top priority for repair.  

With Forestry & Land Scotland unable to fund the work, the Bailies have stepped up, appointing the Outdoor Access Trust for 
Scotland to manage the £100,000 project. The work is currently out to tender and expected to take place 
over winter. 

The Bailies of Bennachie are seeking donations from individuals and groups to help finance the project 
whether it is sponsoring a metre at £100 or giving a smaller donation.  Every donation will be gratefully 
received.   

To contribute go to the website and look for ‘Donate’ https://bailiesofbennachie.co.uk.  
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