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Hello Blackburn and Kinellar, it’s February already. We hope you had a lovely festive season and coped with the extra week
of disruption the snow brought. On your behalf we would like to thank the volunteers who maintain, store and put up the
Christmas Lights in the village every year. The big switch on was well attended, it’s nice to have that community feel,
enhanced by the local businesses providing some refreshments.

We should also acknowledge and thank all our many all year-round volunteers who give up their time for our benefit: KCC, all
the groups on the info page, not forgetting our own trusty band of delivery folk. THANK YOU ALL!!

That shout of thanks is also for the local farmers, neighbours who looked out for each other, the staff who managed to keep
the Coop and Pharmacy open and all who went that extra mile during the snow. Jackie

LOCAL COUNCILLOR UPDATE Kinellar School Crossing — Upgrade SUCCESS When the council decided to stop providing
crossing patrollers in 2023, | requested that the non-signalised school crossings in my ward (Kintore and Blackburn) be
upgraded, but nothing happened. When a concerned Blackburn parent contacted me again in June of 2024, | tried again and
requested that the crossings outside Kinellar School be assessed as there have been some near misses and it is incredibly
busy. | am delighted to say that the assessment has been carried out and the southern zebra will be converted to a signalised
crossing. This will provide a much safer crossing point for pupils and the general public. The response is below:

“Good Afternoon Clir Reid, This is an update for the crossing change for this area. Road Safety Colleagues have confirmed
that the assessment met the criteria for conversion of the southern zebra to a PEDEX crossing at Kinellar Primary School and
is with the design team with a view to implement in the 26/27 financial year. Hopefully this information is of help to you.”

| have also written again regarding the Kintore School crossing, requesting that an assessment is carried out there too. | will
monitor the progress of both of these and update the community with the details as and when.

ClIr. Glen ReidCommunity Champion - LGiU Scottish Councillor AwardsEast Garioch (Ward 12) 07712 045331

ELECTRO-TEK Supporting Oral Health in Our Community As the Oral Health Team Leader for

NHS Grampian, my role and my wider team is to help everyone in our

community achieve and maintain good oral health. Oral health is an important

part of overall wellbeing, and small changes can make a big difference.

. = How | Can Support You:

Domesuc[ | ¥ ’ Y e Community Group Visits: I'm available to attend local groups, clubs, and

Commercial Ty A events to provide practical advice and answer questions about oral health.

& |ndUStrial M Lot o Tailored Information: Whether its tips for families who may require extra

Electricians ) support due to personal or social challenges, older adults, or those with

\ additional needs, | can share resources and guidance suited to your group.

e Workshops & Talks: Interactive sessions on topics like brushing techniques,
healthy eating for teeth, and the importance of regular dental check-ups.

ULUCRIEEERLUE RSNV o Signposting to Services: If someone needs extra support, | can help connect

East. Our fully qualified, professional electricians are . . -
on hand to support you and are committed to providing them with local dental services and specialist care.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

an outstanding customer service every time. If your group would like a visit or you’d like more information, please get in
touch mhairi.wood@nhs.scot. Together, we can make oral health a priority for
m All Aspects of Electricial Maintenance & Repairs everyone in our community.

u Lighting Design & Installation

u Additional Sockets, TV & Phone Paints

u EV Car Charging

u Installation of Smoke Detectors

u Inspection, Testing & Certification

u Landlord Services (EICRs, PAT Testing etc)
m Commercial Maintenance (Guaranteed Fast Response)

Top Tips for a Healthy Smile:

e Brush Twice a Day — Use fluoride toothpaste and brush for two minutes,
morning and night.

e Spit, Don’t Rinse — After brushing, spit out the toothpaste but don’t rinse
with water to keep fluoride working.

e Limit Sugary Snacks & Drinks — Try to keep sugary foods and drinks to

10%

LABOUR DISCOUNT
FOR NEW
CUSTOMERS

GET IN TOUCH FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE TODAY mealtimes. _
e Drink Water Often — Water helps wash away food particles and keeps your
www.electro-tek.co.uk mouth hydrated.
01224 791914 / info@electro-tek.co.uk e Visit Your Dentist Regularly — Even if your teeth feel fine, routine check-ups

prevent problems before they start.
Blackie Banter February - May 2026 Mhairi WOOd, Oral Health Team Leader
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New Cycling club in Kintore Kintore has a new cycling club called Garioch Road and
Gravel (GRG). It is affiliated with Scottish Cycling and plans to bring a packed
agenda of varied and regular road and gravel rides, alongside a regular social
scene, to cyclists of all levels. If you would like to find out more about the club, visit
their website: www.GariochRoadAndGravel.co.uk. And to see what they have been
up to recently follow them on Instagram and Strava (just search for Garioch Road

COMPLETE RANGE OF FRAMING SERVICES  and Gravel).

Bespoke Picture Framing Kinellar SWI1 (Rural) Our next meeting is on 2" February when we
Fine Art Printing ’ are going to learn all about coffee from Brian Milne of MacBeans
Original Artwork and then on 2"March we will be ‘Cruising in Europe’ with

Ceramic Animal Sculpture Blackburn’s own Steve Wright. For more information, please feel

Limited Edition Prints N free to contact me. Irene Pace 01224 790735

Gifts and Hand d Cards
g}’ 1\ \ KINELLAR KUPPA

Happy New Year to you all, we hope you had a lovely festive season and are looking

9) A forward to whatever 2026 brings your way. We would like to thank our small group

of regular customers for giving their time to join us and make a wee difference to
Kinellar Community Centre's fund-raising efforts. A friend asked recently if anyone
can attend the Kuppa, they thought it was a children's group because we always
mention that parents and children are very welcome. This made us realise that what
LR GDEIE D S EHSEL UEL B we say can be interpreted in so many ways! Kinellar Kuppa is open to all who wish to
join us, the more the merrier. If you work from home, why not join us once a month

\’V\‘VW.frame\’\’Orksaberdeen.Com in your tea break. The ladies on duty make (and donate) all the very nice home
OPEN MON to FRI 10am til 5pm bakes, and you could get to know a few more of your neighbours in a friendly

Frameworks Gallery o ; environment. We look forward to meeting more of you, see the dates in the info

Bishopst ) ‘ 1S i :
KlisneOI:;sr:;erdeen AB21OTX I ' aPM page, first Wednesday morning of the month.

Youth Music Initiative - Where | Am

P5S at Kinellar School took part in this exciting Music project stretching over a week Blackburn Taxis
in Term 2. Led by singer/songwriters Jenny Sturgeon and Adam Ross, the children .
explored the local area, talking about favourite places including local landscapes and Serving Blackburn and

nature. They took Jenny and Adam on a walk around Blackburn to show them some | surrounding areas for 14 years
of these places. It was a beautiful winter’s day and P5S stopped for a mindful

moment to explore their surroundings, thinking about how they felt. Singing, Early morning airport/

instrumental and poetry writing practice sessions also helped to inspire P5S to write, heliport/rail transfers

perform and record a new song called Here Comes Nature! Doctor/HospitaI appointments
Family Celebrations/Shopping

This was a wonderful opportunity. Our Pupil Councillor Subin takes part in violin
lessons at Kinellar and played as part of the instrumental group. He said: We had
different letters for chords, | played the wrong ones but when | played it twice Adam
and Jenny liked it, so | stuck to the wrong ones!

trips

Friendly prompt
reliable service

Lucy and April said: We were on the keyboard and listening to what it sounded like Spacious comfy clean
was fun. We were amazed that we could do such a thing! 4 seater White Skoda Superb

Saloon - large boot
Reuben said: | got to play the LOUD drums. | thought it was fun and LOUD!

Lucjan thought: It was fun when | got to play before the double chorus and | got to Call Bob
play my own little tune. 07732382620
Matthew said: | would mark the Where | Am project 10/10 as it was developing our 07519314614

thinking skills because we made poetry and as it went on, we wrote a song! A BIG
thanks to Jenny Sturgeon and Adam Ross for coming to Kinellar School.

The pupils of P5S at KPS

Blackie Banter is compiled by a very small group of volunteers, it is also delivered by volunteers, to around 1250 homes. Short
items and letters are welcome and should be submitted as by the middle of the month prior to publication. Issues are
published in Feb, June and October. Articles will be included, space permitting, at the Editors’ discretion. Opinions expressed
by writers are not necessarily those of the Editors. Contact us and email your articles to blackie.banter@hotmail.co.uk.

Photos are welcome. You must have the permission of anyone visible and image ownership before submission.
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KINELLAR COMMUNITY CENTRE: Community-Owned and Run
Kinellar Community Centre continues to be a vital hub for our village, providing a welcoming
space for groups, activities and events for all ages. From fitness and social groups to private

m
KII Ie"Or hires and community gatherings, the centre plays an important role in keeping our

COMMURNITY CENTRE

community connected, active and supported.
The centre is proudly community-owned and volunteer-run, with a dedicated group of local people giving their time to ensure
it remains open and accessible to everyone. While Aberdeenshire Council supports the centre in a number of ways, it is
important to note that the centre is not council-owned or operated. This means that fundraising is essential to keeping the
doors open and costs manageable for users. This year, we have a minimum fundraising target of £8,000 simply to maintain
current services. Every event attended, raffle ticket bought or donation made has a direct impact on securing the future of this
much-loved facility.
As part of this community-led approach, the centre’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Monday 9 March 2026.
The AGM is an opportunity for residents to hear about the centre’s work, plans and finances, and to help shape its future. We
are also looking for up to four new board members to join the team. No previous experience is required —just an interest in
supporting the centre and the wider community. Volunteering at board level is a rewarding way to make a real difference to
village life.
Recent funding successes have already made a real difference. One exciting development has been the introduction of a new
over-60s class, which has had a very positive impact. Thanks to a successful grant application, we have been able to support
this class and keep it free of charge, helping older residents stay active, social and engaged. This is a great example of how
community support and external funding can directly improve wellbeing and inclusion within Kinellar.
Running the centre does, however, come with significant ongoing costs. Annual insurance costs total £1,546, while gas and
electricity exceed £16,000 per year. In addition, we must budget a minimum of £3,000 annually for repairs and maintenance to
keep the building safe and fit for purpose. Looking ahead, the centre also faces the challenge of replacing an aging boiler and
heating system, with a longer-term fundraising goal of £20,000 needed over the next few years.
To support these vital efforts, we are delighted to announce that the Kinellar Gala will take place on Saturday 13 June 2026.
This much-loved event is a key fundraiser for the centre and a wonderful opportunity for the whole village to come together.
We hope to see as many people there as possible to help support the future of Kinellar Community Centre. Together, with
continued community spirit and support, we can ensure the centre remains at the heart of village life for many years to come.

Blackburn & Kinellar Community Council Update We were delighted to have a stall at the Kinellar Community Centre
Christmas Fayre (30 November). Thanks to everyone who stopped by and had a chat with us, particularly on the topic of the
local removal of some grit bins and snow clearing. Many thanks to Betty Hunter for joining our stall, and for putting together
fun decoration kits. The sale of these, coupled with donations, meant we were able to donate £60 to the village’s Christmas
Lights Fund.

Our meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at Kinellar Community Centre, at 7.45 pm. The dates of the
meetings until the summer break are 11 February, 11 March, 8 April, 13 May, 10 June, and 8 July 2026. We warmly encourage
you to attend and share your views or simply learn more about what we’re doing. Copies of the minutes from previous
meetings are available on our webpage https://www.kinellarcommunity.com/communitycouncil. We hope to see you at one of
our upcoming meetings as we work together to address local issues and make a positive impact. Whether you have ideas,
concerns, or questions, you can also get in touch with us at blackburnkinellarcc@gmail.com or connect with us via our
Facebook page. Also look out for our Community Council noticeboard in Kinellar Community Centre, where we will share
meeting information and updates. Emma Morrison, Blackburn & Kinellar Community Council Secretary

BUILDING POSITIVE COMMUNITY SUPPORT WITHIN OUR WEE VILLAGE Going back to the snow. On our Community Council
Facebook page there is a link to info on the Snow Warden scheme with Aberdeenshire Council. I've summarised it here:

- A group of volunteers can apply to volunteer under this scheme.

- Independent groups can be covered by Aberdeenshire Council’s public liability insurance

- A minimum of 2 members from different addresses can start the scheme.

- There must be a Leader and a Deputy Leader to coordinate and oversee the clearing. They also order the grit when needed.

- The Leader must store the grit.

- Training, PPE, equipment and grit will be provided by Aberdeenshire Council.

Our fledgling Community Council are not in a position to take this on but are encouraging residents to explore this scheme for
their own areas. It’s very unlikely any of us would want to be Leader or Deputy Leader for the whole village or have the space
to store all the grit. But what about having a few groups relating to where the grit bins are? If the council will fill those bins as
part of this scheme, could we get enough people stepping up to help? If you are interested email the Blackie Banter with your
thoughts. Jackie

Some ways we can help our snow clearing team in future: Keep the road clear for the plough (and to save the worry they
might slide into your car). Park in driveways if you have one please. If asking for a tow, please have your towing eye ready and
waiting before the tractor arrives. They are very busy trying to help us while still looking after their farms. We are very lucky in
Blackburn to have support from Scott and his crew.
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BLACKBURN AND KINELLAR MEN’S SHED

The Men’s Shed continues to meet in and support Kinellar Community Hall, and our gardening team has been busy with leaf
clearing, regular community litter picks, and helping to plant spring-flowering bulbs throughout the area.

The New Year marks an exciting stage in our development. Our aim remains to provide a friendly, inclusive space where
members can socialise, share skills, and work on projects that benefit both themselves and the wider community.

We are delighted to report significant progress in securing suitable
workshop and meeting accommodation. A long-established Blackburn
business has generously offered us a large, self-contained area within their
office building in the Industrial Estate. This opportunity could allow us to
move from weekly meetings in Kinellar Hall to a fully functioning Men’s
Shed, offering member-led light workshop activities such as woodworking,
.\ arts and crafts, table games, and other hands-on projects. The space also
includes a canteen-style room and kitchen, providing an ideal social area for
. members who simply wish to drop in for a chat and a coffee.

TRAVEL AGENCY /4 ~

Your Local Indébendent

el Agent - We are extremely grateful for the generous financial and equipment

donations already received from local businesses. Their support will help us
meet the initial setup, equipment, and accommodation costs of our fledgling
B Shed, ensuring we can carry out our community activities safely and
~ comfortably.

Planning your next holiday?
Let a local expert take care

of everything.

From family holidays and cruises

to luxury escapes and city breaks, As we continue to grow, our hope is to create a welcoming and supportive

Rhona’s Travel Agency offers personal, one-to-one service @ facility that makes a real contribution to men’s wellbeing in Blackburn and
from start to finish. A Ki ”
2 Kinellar.

Vv Fully ABTA & ATOL protected »
v Book with confidence EHABTA I

The trusted travel experts

y New members are always welcome, whether you’re keen to get involved or
simply curious to see what we do. Once our new base is functional, we will
& publicise opening times and no doubt offer an open-day-style event. In the
© meantime, we continue to meet in Kinellar Hall — generally on a Wednesday
== evening, or for our current community-based hands-on activities such as
_ litter picking at 10am on a Tuesday morning. We extend our thanks to
Kinellar Hall for providing us with meeting space during our development.

Vv Peace of mind guaranteed

For All Your Travel Needs

Get in touch today: -

<] rhonastravelagency@ouﬂook.ggm
® 07787 483769

Facebook & Instagram:
Rhona’s Travel Agency

If you’d like to find out more, contact us at Blackburnmenshed@gmail.com
or visit us on Facebook at Blackburn and Kinellar Men’s Shed.

Fintray, Kinellar, Keithhall Church wishes you a Happy New Year

On Thursday 18" December the children from Hatton of Fintray School came to the church for their Christmas Service for the
end of term. It was a joy having the children singing beautifully and they certainly engaged in the story which | told them. They
were given a selection box as a gift from the Church and as a thank you for coming to share their time with us.

We had wonderful Christmas Services leading up to Christmas Day.

On Sunday 21% December the service was a Living Nativity with members of the Session and congregation taking part. We had
three lovely Shepherds sporting beards and carrying crooks as well as being dressed up. The Three Wise Men or Kings wore
cloaks and had crowns on their heads, and they came with their gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. Francesca and Stuart
two children from our congregation took on the roles of Mary and Joseph and when the baby Jesus was born, he was dropped
into the manger rather than laid but it caused a laugh from the congregation and added to the joy of the nativity. We had a
good congregation sharing in that special day which was lovely.

On Christmas Eve at 4pm we had our Christingle Service, and the church was filled with about a hundred and fifty people made
up from Mums and dads, with their children, grandparents and friends. We had a great time constructing the Christingles and
the glow from the candles when the lights were switched off was magical.

The Watchnight service was the first one | had taken in Fintray Church, and it was well attended and a lovely welcome to Jesus
at Midnight with lots of lovely carols to add to the occasion.

Christmas Day for me was celebrating with my family and it was a special day and a happy and fun filled day.

New year came in and before we knew what was happening, we were all snowed in and trying to get out of our streets was
impossible. We had to cancel the first two Sundays of January for the safety of the members of the congregation. However, we
were back to normal last Sunday and hopefully set for many more services together.

We are a very welcoming congregation and hope that readers of the Blackie Banter will come and join us on a Sunday morning
at 11am. Blessings to you all from myself, Sheila Craggs the Interim Moderator.

YIN YOGA Start your weekend with yin yoga class. Yin yoga is a slow strong practice focusing on gentle stretching stillness and
mindful breathing. Poses are mostly seated or lying down, sensations are explored without force, and the overall effect is
calming and introspective, often ending with deep relaxation. Saturdays from 9 -10 am, Kinellar Community Centre. Lynda
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Getting Around Made Easy with the Stagecoach App
If you’ve ever stood at a bus stop wondering exactly when your bus will arrive or tried to juggle timetables while planning a trip
into Aberdeen or further afield, help is quite literally at your fingertips. The Stagecoach Bus App is designed to make everyday
travel simpler, clearer and more convenient for communities like Blackburn and Kinellar where local bus services play a vital
role in keeping people connected.

Stagecoach provides regular services across Aberdeenshire, linking Blackburn with Aberdeen, Dyce and surrounding areas.
Whether you’re commuting to work, heading into town for shopping, travelling to school or college, or just visiting friends and
family, the App brings all the key travel information together in one easy-to-use place.

The Stagecoach App is a valuable travel tool for the region, helping you plan journeys with confidence. One of its most popular
features is live bus tracking. Instead of guessing when your bus might turn up, you can watch it move across the map in real
time and see exactly how far away it is. This can be especially handy on cold Aberdeenshire mornings. You can also check
timetables for your specific route, find nearby bus stops using your phone’s location, and save favourite journeys so your
most-used services are always easy to access. For regular travellers, the ability to store favourites can save time day after day.
Another major benefit is mobile ticketing. Tickets can be bought directly from the app,
meaning there’s no need to worry about having the right change. Simply buy your
ticket, activate it when you’re ready to travel, and show it to the driver when you
board. It’s quick, secure and safe in your pocket, for this journey and the next.
Downloading the Stagecoach app is free and straightforward. Just search for
“Stagecoach App” in the Google Play Store or Apple App Store, install it on your
smartphone and you’re ready to go. Once downloaded, you can select your local area,
explore available services, and start planning journeys straight away.

Local bus services are a lifeline for many in Blackburn and Kinellar; keeping people
connected to work, services and social activities. The Stagecoach Bus App makes it
easier than ever to make the most of those services, whether you travel daily or just
now and again. The Stagecoach App help ensure local travel remains accessible,
reliable and easy to understand. Next time you’re planning a journey, why not give it a
try and see just how simple bus travel can be. Andrew Sleight, Stagecoach

Buy your tickets
and plan your routes
on our app.

Social butterflies,
we’ve got you.

@Stagecoach

we've got you

Girlguiding Kinellar Rainbows: (age 4-7) We ended last term with a District trip to the Cinema to watch

* Zootropolis 2 and this term Girlguiding are celebrating 100 years of World Thinking Day so we are planning a
I District event for that too. The Rainbows are doing 2 badges this term: Have Adventures - Explore and
Kindness and Marmalade which include some Paddington related activities (marmalade sandwiches

Girlguiding anyone?), making friendship bracelets by painting pasta shapes, and making binoculars to explore and learn

about Explorers old and new. We will also make a present for Mother's Day and do some Easter crafts and

activities. Register your daughter early, the waiting list is very long!
Steph Sews

Kinellar Brownies: (age 7-10) Since returning from the October break, we’ve welcomed
four fantastic new Brownies into our group and are proud to have already awarded
two Gold Awards this school year. The girls have been bursting with creativity while
exploring the Express Myself theme, learning to tell stories in fun and imaginative

ways. From sock puppets and mime to pictures and acting, their confidence and Mﬂm p
creativity have truly shone. During Term 2, we also got involved in UK Parliament 'S 2N

Week, enjoyed festive Christmas crafts, and had great fun decorating yule logs, getting ol x'.); ©
well and truly into the seasonal spirit. Looking ahead, Term 3 is packed with Fii &7

excitement! We’'ll be celebrating Chinese New Year and Easter, continuing our Take AR
Action theme, and best of all, we have an unforgettable sleepover at Skyline
Trampoline Park in March to look forward to! It’s been a brilliant year so far, and
there’s plenty more adventure still to come! { 74

Alterations

@

Kemnay Guides: (age 10-14) We meet on a Monday night in Fetternear hall (19.00-

20.30) and enjoy taking part in a range of crafts/games and badge based activities. We
are just back from a weekend away Indoor Holiday following a Chocolate challenge
which went down treat! The rest of this term we will be working on our orange theme
award which is Take Action where we look forward to engaging with other local

R

Seamstress

@) stephsews.alterationsl

community groups. On completion of this, a few of our older Guides will be awarded
their Gold Award which is the highest achievement for this stage, we will be sure to
celebrate in style!l We also look forward to joining the Brownies for another Skyline

(O 07580789761

Trampoline Park sleepover! A packed term awaits! Register your daughter or volunteer Alterations Repairs
for any Girlguiding Unit at www.girlguiding.org.uk  Sue, Morag and Helen Formal Dresses Bridal
Curtains More

1* Kinellar Scout Group Fun, Friendship and Adventure The new term is well underway at 1* Kinellar Scout Group, and we’re
excited to share just some of the activities our young people have planned over the coming weeks. From our youngest Beavers
to our oldest Explorers, there’s something for everyone and plenty of fun to be had! Our Beaver Scouts (aged 6-8), the
youngest section, are busy building confidence, friendships and having lots of fun as they explore new skills through games,
crafts and teamwork. The Cub Scouts (aged 8-10%;) have a packed programme ahead. They’ll be starting the term with ...
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...a Welcome Back Games Night, followed by a Scottish-themed evening. We’re also looking forward to a visit from Therapets,
which is always a highlight. Pancake Night will see Cubs making their own pancakes, while Thinking Day and Investitures will be
celebrated in February. As the weather improves, Cubs are hoping to get out and about more, finishing the term with an
Easter Egg Hunt in and around Blackburn. Our Scouts (aged 10%:-14) have already been hard at work, completing a leaflet
drop for the upcoming Jumble Sale, which will be held on Saturday 31 January, 10am-12 noon. Their programme includes
a board games and card night, pioneering, paracord skills, Scalextric night, and a disability awareness evening. There’s also
a Chip Shop Challenge in Inverurie (because, let’s face it, it would be very short in Blackburn!), Pancake Night complete with a
best decorated pancake competition, a night hike, and an Easter Egg Hunt around Fintray. Our oldest section, the Explorer
Scouts, meet on Tuesdays at 7pm-9pm and have an equally exciting term planned. Activities include bowling in
Inverurie, shelter building, making and cooking pizzas, Pancake making on Shrove Tuesday, Climbing at Transition Extreme, and
attending the Scout Gang Show — a traditional variety show featuring songs, dances and comedy performed by Scouts. Of
course, all sections will be camping at some point during the term, giving everyone the chance to enjoy the outdoors and build
lasting memories. It all sounds like great fun — so if you or your child would like to get involved, come and speak to any team
member and join 1°*Kinellar Scout Group. We’d love to welcome you!

The Winter is not really the season for most outdoor activities, so our Club members have been
Ro_tary helping out with various indoor activities, as well as preparing for future events. Each year the
Blackbucr%ugn%f Eé?;?]raes; Rotary Clubs of Aberdeen and the surrounding area are involved in selling raffle tickets with the
prize being a brand-new car. The tickets are sold generally through the Clubs, but also at a stall in
the Bon Accord Centre in Aberdeen. To attract attention, we have an identical model of the prize on display in the Hall. The
winner of the car was a man from Aberdeen, and the proceeds of the raffle go to Charlie House towards funding of their
Respite Centre. Over the years we have raised many thousands of pounds for this very worthy cause. Members have also been
busy assisting local organisations with their fundraising activities by helping with their functions. We are now preparing our
Youth Competitions for talented youngsters, including musicians, writers, artists, photographers, and chefs. Very soon we will
be organising our annual Primary School Quiz for the six Schools in our area. Last year Kintore Primary did very well in reaching
the District Final at Aberdeen Beach Ballroom, where teams from all over the North of Scotland took part. Coming up soon, we
will be continuing with our Shoebox Campaign, where we gather “shoeboxes” of presents for children and their parents in
Countries of Eastern Europe such as Romania including Ukraine. If you would like more information about what we do, please
contact me at stevewrightrotary@btinternet.com. You can also visit our Facebook page. Steve Wright — Club President

BLACKBURN YFC 2012 — PLAYERS WANTED Are you passionate about football and eager to improve your game in a fun,
supportive environment? Blackburn YFC is on the lookout for motivated and enthusiastic players to join our U14’s C League
Squad! If you are ready to develop your skills, be part of a positive team culture, and enjoy competitive football we would love
to hear from you. League: ADJFA — C League — Under 14’s Training Days: Thursdays 7.-9pm Home Matches: Sundays

Contact: chair.blackburnfc@gmail.com or 07889 283204 All BYFC Coaches are SYFA qualified, first aid trained & PVG Checked.

URGENT OPEN CLUB POSITIONS: Chairperson, Child Wellbeing Protection Officer &
Club Fundraising Helper - if you feel able to assist, please contact Sarah Buckley on
secretary.blackburnfc@gmail.com. CLUB DATES FOR THE DIARY: CASINO NIGHT on
Friday 13" March & TROPHY DAY on Saturday 27" June (Kinellar Community Centre).

gmw / WAP / PW DID YOU KNOW...Local Nature spotted by lain Ross That's 2025 gone and it's been
7 a year that | have had less time to wander around Blackie but the times | have been
Designers, Manufacturers & Installers
of Quality Signage & Vehicle Branding

in Aberdeen City & Shire

wandering or walking the dogs | have seen lots. Otter eating a trout in the
burn below the bridge at the main road, also a kingfisher and grey herons there.
Squirrels along the dogwalk and in my garden and all the usual birds in the garden.
On new year’s day early morning walk with dogs and got a red kite flying low very
low around the wickets path. Then snow, lots of snow, bringing lots of birds to my
feeders in the garden. Chaffinches, Blackbirds blue tits, coal tits, great tits and lots
of long tailed tits up to 12 plus at a time. Biggest thing this year is the lack of
greenfinches, siskins, and goldfinches. Hopefully, they will come back. Also, on still
frosty nights, listen out for tawny owls around the dogwalk and Caskieben area
V& EATEECE @S Hopefully, this year, I'll have more time to wander around Blackie and see more
wildlife.

If you love Bennachie and have a bit of spare time, then perhaps volunteering with
the Bailies of Bennachie is for you. The roles within Work Parties, Wildlife/
Environment and the Landscape Project Group are mainly outdoors but you can
&) assist in other ways too. This includes but is not limited to being a charity trustee
and coordinating the newly reformed Fun & Learning Group. This group has three
very keen women chomping at the bit to get going. We ask that volunteers are
members of the Bailies to offset some of the costs incurred by the activities. Life
Membership is only £25. For more details on volunteering, membership, to donate
01224 791399 or general information please see https://bailiesofbennachie.co.uk. Contact us on
LR OUN TN (BTG ETG R WA PR RIRT AR info@bailiesofbennachie.co.uk. THANK YOU!
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SOME OF OUR LOCAL GROUPS. Unless stated otherwise these groups meet at KINELLAR COMMUNITY CENTRE

Kinellar Community Centre usual opening times, school holidays may vary. Phone 01224 790861, check website or Facebook.
Monday: 8.30 am -10 pm, Tuesday: 8.30 am - 9.30 pm, Wednesday 8.30 am -9.30 pm, Thursday 8.30 am -9.30 pm, Friday 8.30 am -8.30 pm
Saturday 8.30 am -12.30 pm, times may be different during school holidays.

Exercise classes included in membership or ‘pay as you qo’

Aerobics: Fri 10.20 am -10.50 am

Yoga: Sat9-10 am (see Yin Yoga article for more info)

Les Mills Exercise classes: included in membership or ‘pay as you go’

Bodypump: Mon 9.30 -10.15am  Tues 6.00 - 6.45 pm  Wed 7.00 - 7.45 pm (currently Bodypump Heavy) Fri 9.30-10.15 am
Core: Tues 6.55 - 7.25 pm

Bodycombat: Mon 10:20 -11.05 am Wed 6.00 - 6.45 pm

Bodybalance: Wed 8.00 - 8.45 pm

Gears Boxing Academy: Sunday (competitors class) 10.30 am -12.30 pm, Monday 7.45 pm - 9.15 pm, Thursday 5.30 pm -7.00 pm

Email: Gearsboxingacademy@gmail.com

Kinellar Star’s 2’s Group: Monday and Tuesday 9.15 am - 11.15 am, Email: Kinellar.preschool@hotmail.com

Girlguiding: Rainbows for girls aged 4 to 7. Mondays 4.30 - 5.30pm

Barre: Monday 6.30 - 7.30 pm contact Emma on 07989995119

Guitar jam sessions:- Mondays at 7.30 - 10.00 pm - All welcome

Kinellar SWI: First Monday of every month at 7.45 pm - 10 pm, September to May. Contact Irene Pace 01224 790735

Wado Ryu Karate: club times: Mondays

Kids 10+ and Adults 6.30 - 8.00 pm in the Leys Hall

New starts always welcome — first two lessons free! Contact Danny on djmclernon@hotmail.co.uk or mobile 07712 565959

Make Your Move: Mondays and Wednesdays

Monday 4.30 - 5.00 pm kids (primary ages), 5.15 - 5.45 pm adult class A, 5.50 - 6.20 pm adult class B

Wednesday  4.30 - 5.00 pm adultclass C  (FINTRAY HALL at 6.00 - 6.30 pm adult class D)

Here are the contact details for enquiries re children's class places:makeyourmove85@gmail.com, phone 07718882382, Facebook @mymheart,
Instagram @mym85. Booking open for Easter camps, Mon 30th March to Weds 1st April, Kintore, 10 am to 2 pm each day with show for parents
on the final afternoon.

Pilates: Emma Duncan Tuesday 6.00 - 7.00 pm, Booking essential, phone 07989995119

1st Kinellar Scout Group : Explorers Tuesdays : (14-17 yrs) 7.00 -9.00 pm kinellaresu@gmail.com

Blackburn Indoor Bowling Club: Tuesday evenings, from 7:15pm till 9:15pm, September to April. Beginners welcome, instruction given.
Contact: Steve Wright — Secretary, 07584 170507

Blackburn and Kinellar Men’s Shed: Tues 10.00 am and Wed 7.30 pm. Phone Hall on 01224 790861 before your first time in case of changes.
Splat Messy Play classes - for children from 6 months + Wednesdays 10.00 am - 11.00 am.

Contact: melissa@splatmessyplay.co.uk Facebook: Splat Messy Play Aberdeen & Shire Instagram: splataberdeen

Kinellar Kuppa: 9.30 -11.30 am on the 1st Wednesday of each month: 4" Feb, 4" March, 1% April, 8™ May, 3rd June, 15 July. Adults £3.50,
Children 50p. Why not drop in for tea, coffee and a cake. Refills are free. Everyone welcome. ALL PROCEEDS TO HALL FUNDS: a simple way
to support your village and get to know people. Working from home? Come in your tea break and have folk to talk to.

Danz Creations: Wednesday afternoons: 07733 222852 danzcreations@btinternet.com
3.25 - 4.25 pm - preschool

4.30 - 5.00 pm - highland (from age 4 years & P1 & P2) 5.00 - 5.30 pm - tap (P1 & P2)
5.30 - 6.00 pm - ballet (P1 & P2) 6.00 - 6.30 pm - highland (P3+)
6.30 - 7.00 pm - tap (P3+) 7.00 - 7.30 pm - ballet (P3+)
1st Kinellar Scout Group: Wednesdays

Beavers (6-8ys) 5.00 - 6.00 pm, kinellarbeavers@gmail.com Scouts (10 %z - 14yrs) 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm, kinellarscouts@gmail.com Cubs (8-10%% yrs)
6.00 pm - 7.30 pm, kinellarcubs@gmail.com

Blackburn and Kinellar Community Council: 2™ Wednesday of each month at 7.45pm email blackburnkinellarcc@gmail.com. Please follow us
on Facebook too.

(Church of Scotland) Kingshill Church, Community Reach-Out Last Thursday of the month 11.00 am - 11.30 am, join us for our service
followed by a cuppa

60plus exercise and wellbeing class Every Thursday 1.00 pm. Free of charge, seated light exercise, teas and coffees provided afterwards.
Peterhead Fish Company: every Thursday from 1.00 pm - 1.30 pm. In the KCC car park. Keep an eye on Facebook in case of changes.
Kinellar Badminton Group: every Thursday from 7.15 pm - 9.15 pm all year round

PizzaBox: Pop ups in the KCC car park will start again in March. Keep an eye on Facebook for updates.

Soulsa Thursday, 7.15 pm - 8.15 pm. Dance based workout suitable for all fitness levels. Contact Tammy dancefitnesswithtammy@gmail.com
Centre of Spiritual Light: last Thursday of the month except December 7.00 - 9.00 pm. Donations at door for teas coffee and hall fees

I’'m a psychic medium and on these nights bring through messages from loved ones that have passed over.

Contact me on gladyssellar@hotmail.co.uk

Kinellar Toddlers: Kinellar Baby and Toddler group meets on Fridays, term time only, 9.30 -11.30 am, drop ins very welcome. For all preschool
children, aged 0-5 and their parents, grandparents and carers. Contact Kinellartoddlers@gmail.com or Facebook Kinellar Baby & Toddler group.
Team Wilson Football: Fridays from 2.15 - 3.00 pm for 2--5yr olds, 3.30 - 4.30 pm for P1-P2 and 4.30 - 5.30 pm for P3-P5.
teamwilsonfc@gmail.com . See Facebook or email us for full details.

Shine Trampolining: Friday: 5.00 - 6.00 pm, 6.00 - 7.00 pm and 7.00 - 8.00 pm, New ASN class 4.00 - 5.00 pm,

contact shinetrampoline@hotmail.com or whatsapp: 07746096068

Saltire Kick Boxing: Saturday 9.00 - 11.00 am. Classes for 3-6yrs, 7-9yrs and ladies only throughout morning. Check Hall Facebook, or phone
Pilates By Ella: Saturday mornings 10.15 - 11.00 am. Booking essential, please either email: pilatesbyella@gmail.com or Instagram
@pilatesbyella. Kinellar Gym membership discount available, ask at reception.

THE FOLLOWING GROUPS ARE NOT IN THE HALL

Girlguiding: Brownies for girls aged 7 to 10. Tuesdays 6.00 - 7.30 pm at Kinellar Primary School

Blackburn Football Youth Club Training for age groups 2009-2020 take place at various football pitches in the local area with regular matches played on Saturdays
& Sundays. Contact secretary.blackburnfc@gmail.com for further information.

Rotary Club of Kintore, Blackburn & Kemnay: We meet on the first and third Thursdays of each month. Please refer to the ‘Weekly meetings’ section of our website
for details. Contact: secretary@kintore.rotary1010.org or through our Facebook page if you would like to attend, join us or help out.

FintrayKinellarKeithall Church: Sunday at 11.00 am, Fintray Church, Hatton of Fintray, Rev Sheila Craggs Interim Moderator for Fintray. Kinellar, Keithhall Church,
07884264724. Church phone: 01224 460056 , fintraykkchurch@outlook.com.

Kintore Library

Tues 9.00 am -1.30 pm, Wed 2.00 - 6.00 pm, Thur 1.00 - 5.00 pm and Sat 9.00 - 11.30 am. For further information about our full range of services, including outreach
activities, please visit the website livelifeaberdeenshire/libraries or contact us direct on 01467 532605 or kintore.library@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. Let us know if you would
like us to visit your group or if you would like books but are unable to travel to the library. Please like our Facebook page Kintore Library and/or Aberdeenshire Library
and Information Services.

LOCAL COUNCILLORS FOR EAST GARIOCH

Clir. Jim Gifford, Vice Chair Sustainability & Garioch Area Committees, 07810 030774. clir.j.qifford@aberdeenshire.gov.uk Independent
Clir. Glen Reid cllr.g.reid@aberdeenshire.gov.uk, 07712 045331 SNP

Clir. Trevor Mason cllr.t. nason@aberdeenshire.gov.uk Scottish Lib Dems

Clir. Dominic Lonchay clir.d.lonchay@aberdeenshire.gov.uk Reform UK
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THE JOY

2 HOURS OF FUN
FOR KIDS AGED 2 TO 5

- Classes available from Age 2+
Teachers: BATD/ISTD Qualified

T+ 07980 861711 or 07733 222852 *d
danzcreations@btinternet.com anz

cREATIONS X
*

WWW.DANZCREATIONS.CO.UK

MASSAGE BY CHRISTINE

|
Treatments Available
Swedish Massage
Full Body or Back, Neck & Shoulders
BEAUTY THERAPIST HotStoneMassage
13+ years experience Full Body or Back Neck & Shoulders
Eyebrows Based in Blackburn
Eyelashes
Facials B _
. Nails Fully qualified, Registered and Insured
Waxing Contact: 07968 698974
Located at : for all enquiries
Scotsmill Crescent please ccﬁ Il /text
Blackburn Rachel :
07930996010 'i MYSA MASSAGE BY CHRISTINE

beautyliciousaberdeen.co.uk

To advertise in the Blackie Banter please contact us on: blackie.banter@hotmail.co.uk. Adverts should
be in the portrait layout and no bigger than 1/8th of an A4 page. Adverts cost £40 each or £110 for 3.
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